MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE FORT EDWARD TOWN BOARD HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011 AT TOWN HALL COMMENCING AT 7:00 p.m.

Supervisor Suprenant called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Councilman Fisher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:
Supervisor Mitchell Suprenant



Councilman Neal Orsini



Councilman Richard Mercier



Councilman Terry Middleton



Councilman Timothy Fisher

OTHERS PRESENT:  Dick Williams, Richard Belden, Jeannie Mullen, Brian Brockway, Marie & Tom Nichols, Darlene DeVoe, Rob Winn(Town Attorney) and Town Clerk Linda Miles. 

A moment of silence was held in remembrance of Guy D’Angelico, former Councilman for the Town of Fort Edward, who passed away on July 4th, 2011.  A resolution in his honor will be read at the next meeting in August and presented to the D’Angelico family.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION by Councilman Middleton, Seconded by Councilman Orsini to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 13, 2011.  

ALL AYES.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS:  MOTION by Councilman Fisher, Seconded by Councilman Mercier to approve the reports of the Town Clerk, Town Justice, Building Inspector, Highway and Supervisor as presented.  ALL AYES. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

1)  Darlene DeVoe gave the following grant report for June 2011.

Erie Canal Greenway Grant - National Scenic Byways Grant – 

The Construction of the addition on the Rogers Island Visitor Center is now complete and we are working on closeout.  

The interior exhibits are fantastic and the Grand Opening was held on the 30th.  

This project ran into snags along the way but in the end, the space was necessary to truly get the most out of our Visitor Center.

Downtown Fort Edward Renaissance Plan – (Downtown BOA)

The Downtown committee is now progressing toward creating concept plans that will incorporate all of our work to date and the tremendous amount of public feedback and new ideas.

It is important to note that a focus on quality of life for our current residents is also a major consideration in this plan, and not merely economic development.

We have several strategic stakeholder interviews left that include property owners on Broadway that own more than one parcel.  Several owners have been elusive and non-responsive to requests for meetings but we continue to move forward and seek their input.

A meeting is schedule this week with Canal Corp. to discuss current situations and ways to improve the access to the Canal.

A meeting was held in Mullen Park to discuss the stormwater, springs, design, and current conditions.  Several really interesting ideas were discussed and designs are underway that reflect the desperate needs to make this park a place where residents want to bring their children and other communities will want to come to play games.

HHHN – USDA –

We have provided USDA with all requested paperwork and are awaiting their response.

HHHN continues to track patient income to report to OCR.  This is to show that our facility is treating low to moderate income patients.  Responses are confidential and voluntary.

Commercial and Industrial Development Strategy – (NE BOA)
The NE Committee has now finalized the Vision Statement with DOS approval.

Concept ideas are underway for the committee to review early next month.

We are attempting to get the EPA and GE to decide on the infrastructure, equipment, and building will be able to be decontaminated and reused and which areas will need to be dismantled and removed.  This will better help the committee to discuss potential for that area.

The sewer related work is underway and making progress.  I will be updated at the end of the week as to status.

HOME –

To date: I have 19 cases.  16 are completed and 3 are open.  We have received notice that one of these applicants is attempting to get financing to build a new home since estimates of work reached $86,000.  Should this occur, we will be able to install a foundation and electrical service if necessary.  

EPA – Petro Assessment 1   - 

We are preparing to go to bid for demolition quotes to demolish and remove the former Village Garage.

We have received approval to perform a Phase II on the Mill Park property based on the Phase I findings.  CT Male has submitted their proposal to BRS and our EPA Project Officer for comparison to the work scope necessary.

The Leemilt’s Phase I review is almost complete and does recommend a Phase II.  We are STILL trying to contact the owners through the contacts that were given to the DEC when they performed the UST removal.

I will be attending an EPA Brownfield Workshop to help understand the FY 2012 Guidance for existing programs and the new ones created that help provide funding for developers working with BOA communities.   This information will be extremely beneficial when we complete our BOA studies.

EPA Hazardous Materials Assessment & EPA Petroleum Assessment Grants -
Our Project Officer missed his monitoring visit with me but will be rescheduling soon.  We will be visiting several parcels under consideration for Site Assessments that were identified through the BOA work.

Towpath Road grant – 

We have finally received word that the purchase contracts should be arriving soon!

EPA TBA Grant - Grand Union – 

The EPA is moving through the CERCLA process and will keep us up to date.

EPA TBA Grant – Ft Miller Pulp and Paper – 
CDM has completed their Phase II sampling work on the former Fort Miller Pulp & Paper property.  It will be several months before we receive a draft report.  

IAWG (Inter Agency Work Group):  

Our IAWG meeting was one of the best ones to date!  The amount and quality of ideas that were discussed truly proves why our IAWG is THE model being used by State and Federal agencies to help work with communities on a level that helps to address specific needs.

It helps tremendously that we reported several long term projects being wrapped up (the Health Care Facility, the Village DPW barn, and the RIVC expansion).  This also made discussion of the BOA studies and other ideas even more exciting.

We are lucky to have the dedication of so many agency and department officials that take time to come up and sit down with us.

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation grants

**EPF funding is out now.  There are 5 different programs under this funding announcement.  Like the RI visioning grant, it is a 50/50 match.  The match is normally in-kind volunteer work, labor and equipment, or cash.

Many types of projects are possible but the deadline is Sept 1 so I need a commitment now if you would like me to prepare an application. Discussion was held on whether to proceed with the grant application. Councilman Orsini suggested ideas for the northern end of the island; streetscape, lighting, road repair and possibly a small boat launch.  Supervisor Suprenant asked Darlene to come up with some ideas and to bring them back to the board for a decision.
CORRESPONDENCE:

1)  Notice was received from Washington County DPW Superintendent Richard L. Wilson informing the Town it has been deemed necessary to close the C-85 Bridge on County Route 46 over the tributary No. 4 of Dead Creek in the Town of Fort Edward between Plum Road and Durkeetown Road.  The bridge will be closed on or about 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 5, 2011, for approximately eight (8) to twelve (12) weeks. 
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  MOTION by Councilman Middleton, Seconded by Councilman Orsini to approve Abstract #7, in the following amounts:  ALL AYES


General A--
$19,285.71  Voucher Nos.1147-149,1153-1154,1186-1216


General B--
$  7,349.81  Voucher Nos.1159-1165


Highway--
$  8,419.09  Voucher Nos.1173-1185


Municipal--
$     860.11  Voucher Nos.1155-1158  


Spec.Lights--
$  1,660.01  Voucher Nos.1151


Spec.Water--
$     943.60  Voucher Nos. 1150,1152,1166-1169


Spec.Water2--
$  1,171.92  Voucher Nos. 1170-1172


Justice Grant--$  1,800.00  Voucher Nos.  4


Killian View--
$  5,495.75  Voucher Nos.  4-5
Verizon Wireless Cell Tower-$ 1,633.75  Voucher Nos.  1

BOA /Downtown--
$ 1,500.00  Voucher Nos.  15-16

BOA/Northeast--
$11,790.92  Voucher Nos.  14-16
EPA Petro.Assessment #2-
$     810.43  Voucher Nos.  7-8

EPA Haz Mat--
$     713.00  Voucher Nos.  9
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

1)  Richard Belden, Burgoyne Ave, complained about properties on Thomas Ave. and 1238 Burgoyne Ave.   He said the Thomas Ave. property is abandoned and the grass looks like a jungle.  The property at 1238 Burgoyne Ave., the former Emil Pearson property, has scrap lumber located along side of the house and is now covered with old carpeting.  He said the owners never mow outside the fence near the road. Supervisor Suprenant said he will have Matt French look into the situation and report back to the board. 
2)  Town Attorney Rob Winn discussed with the board the possibility of creating the position of Town Constable.  He said the board would have to adopt a local law describing the duties.  He said this could help out the town, to have someone available to answer to the Town Board and Supervisor to enforce speeding, serve summons and enforce other laws of the town. This person should be someone who is already in law enforcement.  Councilman Middleton asked if a deputy was made a constable, could they work while on duty. Councilman Mercier asked if we would have to supply a vehicle. Mr. Winn said constables are more popular in the southern part of the state, but could be a tremendous savings to the town and could be a benefit to landlords also. Supervisor Suprenant said he would look further into this before they make a decision. 
3)  Marie Nichols asked, “If the Killian View project has been put on hold since the sewer capacity cannot handle the project, why does the town keep paying their bills?”  Supervisor Suprenant explained that the Town pays from the escrow account set up with money provided by Mr. Dennis to pay these bills. 

Supervisor Suprenant said the sewer agency has to submit their plan to DEC by August 1st, with how they plan to proceed to expand.  If the Killian View project is approved, Mr. Dennis will pay upfront for the entire infrastructure for his project. 
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Councilman Orsini, Seconded by Councilman Fisher to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:43 p.m.   ALL AYES. 
DATED:   July 12, 2011


___________________________________







Linda A. Miles, Town Clerk
