MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE FORT EDWARD TOWN BOARD HELD ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011 AT TOWN HALL COMMENCING AT 7:00 P.M.

Supervisor Suprenant called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M.

PRESENT: 
Supervisor Mitchell Suprenant



Councilman Timothy Fisher



Councilman Neal Orsini



Councilman Richard Mercier

ABSENT:
Councilman Terry Middleton

OTHERS PRESENT:  Jim Durller, Marie & Tom Nichols, Richard Belden, Laurie LaFond, Joanne Fuller, Brian Brockway, Rob Winn (Town Attorney) and Town Clerk Linda Miles. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION by Councilman Mercier, Seconded by Councilman Fisher to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 12, 2011.  ALL AYES. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:  MOTION by Councilman Orsini, Seconded by Councilman Mercier to approve the reports of the Town Clerk, Town Justice, Building Inspector, Highway and Supervisor’s Report.  ALL AYES. 
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  MOTION by Councilman Fisher, Seconded by Councilman Mercier to approve Abstract #10 A, in the following amounts:  ALL AYES. 


General A-
$ 34,344.23  Voucher Nos. 1370-1373,1377-1379,1411-1441

General B-
$   8,444.30  Voucher Nos. 1385-1388

Highway--
$   8,073.20  Voucher Nos.  1397-1409

Municipal--
$   2,316.77  Voucher Nos.  1389-1396

Spec.Light--
$   1,848.74  Voucher Nos.  1376

Spec.Water--
$ 18,370.27  Voucher Nos.  1374-1375, 1381-1384

Spec.Water 2-
$        43.94  Voucher Nos.  1380

EPA Petro #2
$      692.00  Voucher Nos.  15-16

EPA HazMat
$   1,178.00  Voucher Nos.  13-14

Killian View
$   3,777.00  Voucher Nos.  9
BOA Northeast-
$ 31,088.80  Voucher Nos.  21-25
BOA Downtown-
$ 26,908.99  Voucher Nos.  19-22
MOTION by Councilman Fisher, Seconded by Councilman Orsini to approve payment of Abstract #10B in the following amounts: 

NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS-  $ 9,290.04  Voucher Nos. 9-10
 Councilman Orsini asked for discussion regarding this payment.  He asked if the voucher for $7500 to Barton & Loguidice was the first of more and if this was for booklets for the exhibits.  He said volunteers have set up the exhibits at the Visitor Center. 
He requested an explanation from Darlene DeVoe before the voucher was paid. The Board agreed. 








Councilman Fisher- AYE








Councilman Orsini- AYE








Supervisor Suprenant- AYE








Councilman Mercier- NAY








Councilman Middleton-ABSENT
CORRESPONDENCE:

1)  A letter was read from Laurie LaFond, President of Friends of the IBA, requesting the town purchase a street banner for the Winter Raptor Fest to be held on March 10 & 11 at the Gallup Ridge Farm on Blackhouse Road.  Ms. LaFond was present at the meeting and was asked by Councilman Orsini if she had contacted vendors such as Fitzgerald Bros. to purchase banners. She had told him she had not, but will note for the future.  She told the board she had received quoted and the best price was from Ballston Spa in the amount of $229.00. The banner will be 4’ by 12’ and will be hung across Route 4 in Fort Edward. Supervisor Suprenant said the event was very well attended last year.

MOTION by Councilman Fisher, Seconded by Councilman Mercier to approve payment in the amount of $229.00 for the purchase of a street banner to hung in Fort Edward for the Winter Raptor Fest in 2012.  ALL AYES. 
2)  A letter was read from R. Paul McCarty, 1st Vice President of the Fort Edward Lions Club. The Lion’s Club would like to undertake a project of planting trees in cooperation and conjunction with the Village and Town of Fort Edward.  It states their priority will be to plant trees in areas not to be hindered by power lines and other public utilities and priority will be given to replacing trees that have recently died after our Route 4 rebuilding project. The project will be done over the next year or so, if the municipalities would like to back it at their current allocation of tree replacement as budgeted. Currently $750 is budgeted in the Shade Tree account, Highway Superintended Brian Brockway said money had been spent in the early part of the year.  Supervisor Suprenant will look into this and contact Mr. McCarty and have more information for next months meeting. 

BUSINESS: 

1)  An application for a Peddling and Soliciting License was submitted to the Town Clerk to sell area rugs in the Agway parking lot.  The board members review the application.  Councilman Orsini speculated why question #4 of the application was not complete.  The question referred to the applicant every being convicted of any crime, misdemeanor or violation of any municipal law or ordinance.
MOTION by Councilman Orsini, Seconded by Councilman Mercier to deny the application on the grounds that the application was incomplete. ALL AYES. 
2)  The Town Clerk discussion with the board a situation regarding a Village of Fort Edward Water District 2 billing.  The property is located at 2288 State Route 4, Tax Map No. 179.-1-5.2.  The owner’s daughter requested to have the water turned off last September.  The village stated they were not notified of the request and continued to bill for minimum usage ($50.00) per billing cycle. The assessment charge remains in affect to all residents who are hooked up to the district water service. 

MOTION by Councilman Mercier, Seconded by Councilman Orsini to agree to remove the billing charge of $50.00 for March and September 2011 water bills, but the assessment charge will still be owed to the Town by the owner in the of $120.00 per billing ($240.00).   ALL AYES. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
1)  Joanne Fuller told the Board that she submitted a FOIL request September 14, 2011 requesting reports and minutes from the RIHDA board.  Councilman Orsini asked the attorney how much per copy on a FOIL request.  Mr. Winn told him $.25 per page.  Councilman Orsini asked the Town Clerk if Ms. Fuller had been paying for all her request. The Town Clerk replied “Yes”. He stated that Supervisor Suprenant had received by email copies of all minutes and reports. The Supervisor told him he read all reports and minutes and deleted them.  Ms. Fuller asked why the reports and minutes could not be sent to her from Ms. Hannay.   Councilman Orsini replied, “She has been laid off for the winter”. Ms. Fuller replied, “She wasn’t laid off when I submitted my FOIL request”.

Councilman Orsini asked her why she needed these copies.  She replied, “It’s part of the history of the island, and I have been collecting the history of the island for 30 years”.  Councilman Orsini said he asked that copies of the reports and minutes be sent to all town board members and the Town Clerk, and asked that the Town Clerk forward them on to Ms. Fuller. 
2)  Marie Nichols represents the Town of Fort Edward on the advisory council for the Office of the Aging.  She expressed her concern at the possibility of Pleasant Valley Nursing Facility being sold by the County. She said she did not believe in privatizing.

Supervisor Suprenant said they are trying to find ways to make revenue stream better and be a less burden on the taxpayers. He feels this should not be the decision made by 17 people. The decision should be made by all the county residents. Supervisor Suprenant said the County paid $90,000 to have a report compiled. He thanked Ms. Nichols for expressing her concern. 

3)  Attorney Winn told the Supervisor he spoke with the person who supports Congressman Gibson’s the Nuclear Power Plant and he would like to give a presentation to the board regarding the siting of a nuclear power plant in a neighboring town. The board agreed to hear a 15 minutes presentation. 
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Councilman Orsini, Seconded by Councilman Fisher to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:00 P.M.   ALL AYES.  
Dated:  October 18, 2011


_______________________________







Linda A. Miles, Town Clerk 
